community associations, liberal and professional reformists, the Church -came to it by various routes and with different aims. Differing and changing strengths of federal and provincial governments, along with nationalism and maintenance of Quebec culture, also influenced the outcome. A picture emerges of various forces and influences affecting social policy, leading to new state institutions and new ways for individuals to interact with each other and the state.
Marshall examines the effects of the legislation and welfare state on children and families. In terms of increasing school attendance, she concludes that compulsory legislation was less important than parents' growing recognition of the importance of education in the lives of children. State involvement led to new norms about proper roles for children and proper forms of parenting. The concept of "universal children's rights" ( p. 89) justified locating and monitoring the poor. At the same time, family allowances improved family income and the standard of living, and assistance to mothers was important for the welfare and autonomy of women. In spite of the universal aspects of the new legislation and programmes, outcomes differed by social class. In terms of family allowances, poor families' attempts to put aside savings were thwarted by pressing needs for clothing, food, and health. Marshall points to economic need, large families, parental illness or disability, and death of a parent as factors leading to juvenile labour on farms, in businesses, and at home, meaning less than universal school attendance. Marshall judges the welfare state to have been effective for the bulk of the population, but unable to deal with all of the workings of the economy, so that some became "condemned to an even greater marginality" ( p. 159).
The book will be especially useful to academics, graduate students, social welfare professionals, and those interested in the development of social policy. For the general reader, or those unfamiliar with Quebec society and politics in the middle of the twentieth century, the book may be difficult to absorb. However, it is worthwhile devoting effort to studying the materials and ideas Marshall presents, since her work sheds light on matters of interest todayfederal-provincial relations, poverty, state surveillance, and agency of individuals and professionals. The book contains detailed footnotes, references, and index.
Published in English in the "Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada" series by Wilfrid Laurier Press, the book is a translation of Aux origines sociales de l'É tat-providence (1997). The original version won the 1998 -1999 Prix JeanCharles-Falardeau as the best French-language book in the social sciences. Its publication in English is welcome and important, since Marshall provides a model of how to research and interpret social policy formation, organization, and effects in a social and political context.
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